
work connected with the evangelism and outreach

from the St Peter's church building. It is not solely a

building fund - The church is large enough, it is now

wind and watertight and has had some modernisation

and redecoration.  However we would like to develop

the work in the following areas:

1.Resourcing our Evangelism.

We need books, brochures, leaflets, tapes, videos etc.

We intend to turn the church flat into a resource centre

and offices, where these items will be stored and used.

The offices will also enable the ministry team to be

more accessible to the church and community, and

give more support to the individual team members.

2.Catering.

A large part of our outreach work is done through hos-

pitality eg supper evenings, international student

nights, pensioners‚ lunches etc. In order to continue

with this work we will need to install a new kitchen that

must meet local government regulations.

3.Remembering the Past.

We do not intend to become a museum, but we do

want St Peter's to be a continual reminder to the

Christian world of what the Lord can do.  We would

like to make a permanent historical display in one area

of the Church - both to inform the many visitors who

come and to present the gospel to local people.

It is our aim to provide for the ongoing work of the con-

gregation (missions, minister’s wages, manse, regular

running costs) from the tithes of the Lord’s people in St

Peter's.  It is for the extraordinary costs associated

with the outreach that we would like help.

We do not ask only for money, but also for prayer.

Our great concern is not for the denomination, nor

even the building but rather that St Peter's should be

used for the purpose it was originally intended for, and

which God so remarkably fulfilled - the bringing of the

Good News of Jesus Christ to the people of Dundee

and beyond.

If you would like to know more about the continuing

witness and developing work of St Peter's or to con-

tribute towards these projects, please contact us at the

address below.

St Peter’s Free Church
St Peter’s Street

DUNDEE
DD1 4JJ

SCOTLAND
U.K.

Phone: +44 (0)1382 807 004

Email: office@stpeters-dundee.org.uk

Web: www.stpeters-dundee.org.uk

St Peter's Free Church in Dundee is famous for being

the church of the noted evangelical preacher, Robert

Murray McCheyne, who was instrumental in the

Scottish revival of 1839-1843. At that time, the build-

ing, which seats 1000 people, was regularly filled. By

the late 1980s, due to falling church attendance,* St

Peter's came near to being closed and turned into

apartments, shops or even a nightclub.  Thankfully that

did not happen and the church is now once again a

centre of gospel preaching. We want it to stay that way

and would ask for help from the wider church that has

benefited from the ministry of McCheyne.Designed & Produced by St.Peter Õs Free Church Dundee.

* According to a poll carried out in 1994 only 1% of Dundee’s  population attended a Reformed Evangelical Church. (Figures from the National Bible Society of Scotland)



with a Nursery taking the upstairs hall.

McCheyne’s old vestry has been turned into a kitchen,

and the current vestry is now used as an office; a part

time administrator started work there in 1999.

With all our ministries, St Peter's has once again

become a centre of gospel proclamation.  In an age of

church decline and Christian confusion it is essential

that this work of Reformed Evangelism continue.

As the majority of our members are not wage earners

the income is only around £50,000 per year. This funds

all the work - including the minister and administrator’s

wages, heat and light, all maintenance costs and evan-

gelistic and teaching materials. This leaves us no

reserves to finance further development. We have

many opportunities, as doors keep on opening, but we

need the help of the wider Church if we are to fulfil

these.

We have set up a fund, to be known as The

McCheyne Outreach Fund; this will be used for all

St Peter's was started as a result of Church growth

initiated by Thomas Chalmers and other evangelicals

in the early 19th Century Church of Scotland.

McCheyne was inducted as the first minister on 24th

November 1836.  In May 1843 virtually all the St

Peter’s congregation left the Church of Scotland to

form St Peter's Free Church of Scotland.  Rev. Islay

Burns was chosen as minister and was ordained and

inducted on the 7th of June 1843.  His brother, William

Chalmers Burns, had been instrumental in the 1839

revival in St Peter's and was to go on to become one

of the founding fathers of the church in China.

The Church grew throughout the 1860’s and 1870’s

and a new church, McCheyne Memorial, was planted

about a third of a mile from St Peter's.

From a peak in the 1880’s the church began a period

of steady decline.  The congregation entered the newly

formed United Free Church in 1900 and then the

Church of Scotland in 1929. By the 1980's however,

the congregation had diminished, and left the building

to link with another congregation. The building

remained empty until 1988, when the Free Church of

Scotland bought it.

In 1992 the congregation consisted of a handful of

people. Rev David Robertson was appointed as a

redevelopment minister‚ to build up the work in the city.

The congregation now has a regular attendance of 60-

90 in the morning and 40-60 in the evening, with 20-30

at the prayer meeting. This includes people from sev-

eral countries.

As well as being a receiving church, St.Peter’s also

hopes to be a sending church - several of our young

people have indicated their desire to become full-time

Christian workers.

We also aim to start up a church plant in St.Andrews,

which, despite being the centre of the Scottish

Reformation, now has no reformed evangelical

Church.

St Peter's operates a team ministry approach, with

workers in the areas of cross-cultural outreach, student

and youth work, pastoral work and community out-

reach.  St Peter's also has sister church relationships

with Trinity Presbyterian Church in America and also

with the Haren congregation of the Vrijgemaakt

(Liberated) Churches in the Netherlands.

The building underwent redecoration and refurbish-

ment work in 1993. Both halls are extensively used
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